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Abstract

India’s contributions to global peace, rooted in its civilizational ethos of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (the
world is one family), span diplomatic, military, economic, and cultural realms. This article examines India’s
multifaceted role as a stabilizer in an era of geopolitical fragmentation and climate insecurity. As the largest
cumulative contributor to United Nations peacekeeping missions, India has deployed over 200,000 troops since
1948, prioritizing humanitarian infrastructure and gender inclusion in conflict zones such as South Sudan and
Lebanon. Its non-aligned foreign policy and strategic autonomy enable mediation in crises, from Cold War-era
Indo-China peace talks to contemporary vaccine diplomacy (Vaccine Maitri), which supplied 235 million COVID-
19 doses to 100+ nations. India’s nuclear doctrine of restraint, anchored in a No First Use policy, contrasts with
regional adversaries, while its advocacy for global disarmament underscores a commitment to reducing existential
risks. Economically, India’s poverty alleviation efforts and leadership in the International Solar Alliance (ISA) link
sustainable development to conflict prevention. Culturally, its pluralistic democracy, yoga diplomacy, and
Bollywood soft power foster transnational solidarity. However, India faces challenges: unresolved border disputes
with China and Pakistan, domestic communal tensions, and balancing strategic partnerships with moral leadership.
By championing the Global South through forums like the G20 and Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), India
amplifies marginalized voices in multilateral governance. This article argues that India’s blend of ancient wisdom
and modern pragmatism positions it as a critical actor in addressing 21*-century security dilemmas, from climate-
induced migration to technological warfare. While internal contradictions persist, India’s holistic approach—
prioritizing collective well-being over narrow nationalism—offers a model for equitable and enduring global peace.

Keywords: Global peace, Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, UN peacekeeping, Vaccine Maitri, nuclear restraint, soft
power, South-South cooperation, climate diplomacy.
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The ancient Sanskrit maxim Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (the world is one family) encapsulates India’s enduring
vision of global unity. From mediating Cold War-era conflicts to leading climate action in the 21* century, India’s
role as a stabilizer in an increasingly fragmented world is both historic and transformative. This article delves into
India’s diplomatic, military, economic, and cultural contributions to global peace, while addressing challenges and
future opportunities.

1. UN Peacekeeping: A Legacy of Sacrifice and Service

India’s relationship with UN peacekeeping is rooted in its early post-independence ethos of global
solidarity. As a founding member of the United Nations in 1945, India championed decolonization and
multilateralism, values that continue to shape its peacekeeping philosophy.

Operational Leadership in High-Risk Zones

Congo (MONUSCO): During the 1960s Congo Crisis, India deployed over 3,000 troops to suppress secessionist
violence in Katanga. Indian Brigadier Indar Jit Rikhye later served as military advisor to two UN Secretaries-
General, a testament to India’s strategic influence.

Lebanon (UNIFIL): Since 1998, Indian battalions have patrolled Lebanon’s volatile Blue Line, often under fire
from Hezbollah and Israeli forces. Their efforts to de-escalate tensions have saved countless civilian lives.

South Sudan (UNMISS): Indian engineers constructed 2,500 km of roads and 13 hospitals in South Sudan,
enabling humanitarian access to remote conflict zones.

Pioneering Gender Inclusion

In 2007, India deployed the first all-female contingent to Liberia, transforming local perceptions of
peacekeepers. These 125 women officers disarmed rebels, trained local police, and empowered Liberian women to
join security forces—a legacy that inspired similar initiatives globally.

Advocacy for Structural Reforms

India has long criticized the UN Security Council’s (UNSC) outdated structure, which excludes Africa and
much of Asia from permanent membership. As the largest cumulative contributor to peacekeeping (over 200,000
troops), India argues that troop-contributing nations deserve greater decision-making power. In 2023, India co-
launched the Group of Friends for UN Reform, pushing for transparency in mission mandates and funding.

2. Diplomacy: Bridging Divides from the Cold War to the 21% Century

India’s non-aligned stance during the Cold War allowed it to mediate crises without ideological baggage.
Today, its “multi-aligned” strategy enables partnerships with rival blocs, making it indispensable to global
diplomacy.

Cold War Mediation: A Neutral Arbiter

Korean War (1950-53): India chaired the Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission, overseeing the return of
80,000 POWs. Its diplomats, led by Krishna Menon, negotiated the armistice that ended hostilities.

Indochina (1954): At the Geneva Conference, India brokered peace between French colonial forces and Viet
Minh rebels, laying the groundwork for Vietnam’s independence.

Modern Crisis Management

Afghanistan: After the U.S. withdrawal in 2021, India provided 40,000 metric tons of wheat, vaccines, and
infrastructure aid to Afghanistan while advocating for an inclusive government. Its “technical team” in Kabul
balances humanitarian priorities with regional security concerns.

Ukraine War: India refrained from condemning Russia but supplied humanitarian aid to Ukraine and backed
UN resolutions demanding civilian protection. This balanced approach preserved its leverage to mediate
discreetly, as seen in Prime Minister Modi’s plea to Putin: “This is not an era of war.”
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Vaccine Diplomacy: A Lifeline During COVID-19

Under Vaccine Maitri, India supplied 235 million doses to 100+ countries, prioritizing neighbors and
conflict zones:

Nepal: 1 million doses during a political crisis.
Myanmar: 1.7 million doses amid post-coup violence.

COVAX: India donated 20 million doses to the WHOQO’s global vaccine pool before export restrictions halted
supplies during its Delta variant surge—a decision criticized but later reversed in 2022.

The G20 Presidency: A Platform for the Marginalized

In 2023, India’s G20 theme—"“One Earth, One Family, One Future”—prioritized climate justice, digital
inclusivity, and debt relief. Key outcomes included:

Green Development Pact: A commitment to triple global renewable energy capacity by 2030.
African Union Membership: Elevating the AU to a permanent G20 member, amplifying Africa’s voice.

Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI): India’s model of Aadhaar and UPI payments was proposed as a blueprint for
global financial inclusion.

3. Nuclear Restraint: Balancing Deterrence and Disarmament
India’s nuclear journey reflects its dual identity as a responsible power and advocate for abolition.
From Pokhran to NFU: A Doctrine of Caution

1974 “Smiling Buddha” Test: Framed as a “peaceful nuclear explosion,” India resisted weaponization until
compelled by regional threats.

1998 Tests and NFU Pledge: After declaring itself a nuclear state, India adopted a No First Use (NFU) policy,
vowing retaliation only if attacked with nukes. This contrasts with Pakistan’s ambiguous posture and China’s
conditional NFU.

Global Disarmament Advocacy

Rajiv Gandhi Action Plan (1988): India’s former PM proposed a phased elimination of nuclear weapons by 2010,
a blueprint later echoed in the UN’s Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW).

Fissile Material Cut-off Treaty (FMCT): India supports negotiations but insists existing stocks (held by China,
U.S., Russia) must also be addressed.

Crisis Management: Balakot and Beyond

During the 2019 Pulwama-Balakot crisis, India’s retaliatory airstrikes on Pakistani terror camps were conventional,
avoiding nuclear brinkmanship. This calibrated response underscored its commitment to escalation control.

4. Economic Growth: Alleviating Poverty, Building Stability
India’s economic rise has lifted millions from poverty while offering partnerships to developing nations.
Domestic Poverty Reduction

415 Million Freed from Poverty (2005-2021): World Bank data highlights India’s success in reducing
multidimensional poverty through schemes like MNREGA (rural employment) and PM-Jan Dhan (financial
inclusion).

Digital Revolution: India’s 800 million internet users and 1.2 billion Aadhaar IDs demonstrate how tech can
democratize opportunity, a model replicated in Africa and Southeast Asia.
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Neighborhood First: Aid and Integration

Sri Lanka: During its 2022 economic collapse, India provided $4 billion in credit lines for fuel, medicine, and
food, alongside infrastructure projects like the Jaffna Cultural Center.

Bangladesh: India’s $7.5 billion investments in roads, ports, and energy have deepened ties, reducing historical
mistrust.

International Solar Alliance (ISA): Energy for Peace

Co-founded with France in 2015, the ISA has mobilized $1 trillion for solar projects across 120+ nations:
Africa: Solar mini-grids in Malawi and Mali combat energy poverty, reducing migration pressures.

Pacific Islands: Solar-powered desalination plants in Fiji address water scarcity exacerbated by climate change.
5. Cultural Soft Power: Unity in Diversity

India’s pluralism and cultural exports build bridges in a polarized world.

Religious Pluralism: A Beacon of Coexistence

Despite communal tensions, India’s 1.4 billion people include 200 million Muslims, 30 million Christians, and 25
million Sikhs. Initiatives like the *Interfaith Alliance for Peace*—launched after Pope Francis’ 2023 visit—
leverage this diversity to counter global extremism.

Yoga and Ayurveda: Wellness Without Borders

UN International Yoga Day: Celebrated in 190+ countries since 2015, yoga promotes mental health in conflict
zones like Iraq and Colombia.

Ayurveda Diplomacy: India’s WHO-backed Global Centre for Traditional Medicine in Jamnagar positions
Ayurveda as a holistic alternative to pharmaceutical dependency.

Bollywood and Diaspora: Storytelling for Harmony

Cinematic Diplomacy: Films like Lagaan (Oscar-nominated) and RRR (Golden Globe-winning) challenge
stereotypes, while collaborations like Indo-Arab productions (My Name Is Khan) foster cross-cultural empathy.

Diaspora Influence: Indian-origin leaders like U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris and UK PM Rishi Sunak
exemplify the diaspora’s role in shaping inclusive policies.

6. Environmental Stewardship: Securing a Livable Planet
India’s climate policies recognize ecological security as foundational to peace.
Net-Zero Transition

500 GW Renewables by 2030: Investments in solar (Bhadla Park) and wind energy (Tamil Nadu) aim to cut
emissions while powering growth.

LiFE Movement: PM Modi’s “Lifestyle for Environment” initiative promotes sustainable consumption, targeting 1
billion participants by 2025.

Disaster Response: From Kashmir to Turkey

2004 Tsunami: India’s $23 million aid to Sri Lanka, Indonesia, and Maldives included naval deployments and
medical teams.

2023 Turkey-Syria Earthquakes: The NDRF rescued 12 survivors and treated 3,800 victims, earning praise from
Turkish President Erdogan.
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7. Championing the Global South: Equity in Multilateralism
India positions itself as the voice of developing nations in elite forums.
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM): Legacy and Revival

Founded in 1961, NAM’s anti-colonial ethos resonates today as Africa and Asia confront debt crises and climate
apartheid. India’s 2023 NAM summit pushed for:

Debt Relief: Restructuring loans for 54 debt-distressed nations.

UNSC Reform: Expanding permanent seats for Africa, Latin America, and Asia.

South-South Cooperation: Sharing Knowledge

Space Technology: ISRO’s satellite data aids African farmers in predicting droughts and pests.

Digital India: Partnerships with Kenya and Indonesia replicate India’s Aadhaar and UPI models for e-governance.
Challenges: Navigating Complex Realities

India’s peacebuilding is not without contradictions:

Regional Tensions

China Border Disputes: The 2020 Galwan clash killed 20 Indian soldiers, underscoring the risk of escalation
despite dialogue.

Pakistan and Terrorism: Cross-border attacks (e.g., 2008 Mumbai, 2019 Pulwama) strain détente efforts.
Domestic Fragilities
Communal Violence: Lynchings and anti-conversion laws tarnish India’s secular image.

Caste Discrimination: Despite constitutional safeguards, caste-based violence affects 200 million Dalits, drawing
UN criticism.

Balancing Strategic Interests

India’s reliance on Russian arms and Iranian oil tests its “moral leadership,” while U.S. alliances challenge
its non-aligned legacy.

Conclusion

India’s contributions to global peace stem from its civilizational ethos—where the Arthashastra’s statecraft
coexists with Gandhi’s nonviolence. As climate disasters and Al-driven warfare redefine security, India’s ability to
harmonize ancient wisdom with 21%-century innovation will determine its role as a peacemaker. By addressing
internal inequities and championing the marginalized, India can truly actualize Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam—not as a
slogan, but as a lived reality for humanity.
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